JAPAN

In this connection I may briefly observe
that the educational system I have described,
whereoy loyalty to the Emperor is made the
pivot of morality, seems to be producing on
the youth of the country the opposite effect
to that intended They react violently, I
was told, from this governmental pressuie,
they suspect, not without reason, the sincerity
of their teacheis, and emerge from the system
with a bias rather sceptical or democratic
than monarchical

My impression, then, of modern Japan is
briefly this. I find a people moulded by
centuries of feudal institutions and feudal
morality, homogeneous, patriotic, and with
their natural self-reliance and pride intensified
by the rapidity and ease with which they
have assimilated the teaching of western
civilisation, and raised to a white heat by
their victory over Russia At the same time
I find that their very success is undermining
the basis on which that success rests. The
extension of industrialism means the substitu-
tion of industrial for feudal psychology and
ethics, the disappearance of the old, simple
cult of the Emperor, which made it a matter
of course to die for him, and a dislocation of
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